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• The view of Finnmark as an outpost

• "We know nothing about the social or political 

structure, nothing about their religious or magical 

beliefs or cults, - and actually very little about their 

subsistence economy too. Yet we draw conclusions 

about migration routes and cultural connections, - 

essentially quite bold conclusions, considering that we 

do not know how much the particular types we 

happen to know about have meant for the entire 

lifestyle."

— Guttorm Gjessing, 1951



Rock art in Finnmark before 1973

• A modest portion of the archaeological cultural heritage in 

Finnmark

• first discoveries were made in 1938 

• 1954, 1966 ,1969, 

• 1969 Pippisteinen, Alta

• 8 sites known before 1973

• In total 13 figures

4Pippisteinen. Foto: Karin 
Tansem / Alta Museum



1973

1978

1975

Finnmark Dagblad and Altaposten

Rock Art bonanza
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Foto: Karin Tansem , 
Alta Museum
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The World Heritage Rock Art sites
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Illustrasjon. Rune 
Normann, Alta 
Museum



Illustrasjon. Karin 
Tansem, Alta Museum



Utsnitt av 
kalkering Kåfjord. 
Kalkering: Karin 
Tansem, Alta 
Museum
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Foto: Karin TansemFoto. Karin Tansem, 
Alta Museum



Åtte

Illustrasjon. Karin 
Tansem, Alta Museum
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World Heritage Rock Art Centre   

   Alta Museum

 Established in 1978

 Walkways built in 1982

 Museum building completed in 1991 – 3 employees

 Expansion in 2013

 Authorized as a Visitor Center in 2015

 Currently employs 30 staff + 20 during summer

Foto. Stine & Jarlen
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Organization

Inter-municipal company, with ownership 
divided equally between:

 Alta Municipality (50%)

 Troms and Finnmark County Municipality 
(50%)

 Employees: 30

 Organization: 3 professional sections with 
shared operations and administration

 Revenue: 34 million NOK in 2023

 Funding: Public grants, project funding and 
market revenues

Foto: Filmmark Rune Sjøstedt/Alta Museum



Klikk på ikonet for å legge til et bilde

Our Operations

Reiseliv 
Verdensarv

Bergkunst
Struve 

Museum

 Management of the World Heritage

 We safeguard the World Heritage areas in Alta, 
focusing on conservation and sustainable use.

Communication

 Offer exhibitions, guided tours, and activities 

Research and Knowledge Development

 Contribute to research and new knowledge about 
the world heritage and the history of Alta.

Tourism and Experiences

 We are among the most visited tourist attractions 
in Finnmark.

 Provide facilities such as a museum café, shop, and 
guided tours.
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A wide range of activities

•Exhibitions (permanent and temporary), dissemination, 
and public-oriented activities

•Collections and archives

•Knowledge development

•Educational programs

•Events

•Marketing efforts 
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Struve Geodetic Arc
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• The work conducted from 1816 to 1852 resulted in the most 
accurate and longest geodetic arc of its time.

• From Hammerfest in Norway to Ismail  in Ukraine

• 2822 km spanning 10 countries

• 265 main points

• In Norway 15 main points – 4 on the world heritage list. 

• included on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2005 
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Alta Museum and tourism

•1 of 13 owners of Visit Alta AS
•64,649 visitors in 2023
•Collaborative projects:

- Arctic 365
- Cruise Project
- Destination Project

•Close collaboration with the Tourist Information/North 
Adventure
•Collaboration with the tourism industry on sales and 
marketing
•Trade fairs and workshops
•Familiarization and press tours
•Visibility across various channels 
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Visitor Development
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Nationality 2022

Thank you for your attention
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https://digitaltmuseum.no/virtual-experiences/62e06646-65ca-4397-8d71-112720db8569
 

https://digitaltmuseum.no/virtual-experiences/62e06646-65ca-4397-8d71-112720db8569
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altamuseum.no
altamuseum

altamuseum

Thank you for your attention
Feel free to contact us
post@altamuseum.no 

Reference: 

Karin, T. (2022) Helleristningene i Alta: Estetikken, geologien og figurene.
https://munin.uit.no/handle/10037/27381 

https://www.altamuseum.no/en/ 

https://digitaltmuseum.no/virtual-experiences/62e06646-65ca-4397-8d71-112720db8569 

mailto:bov@altamuseum.no
http://Thttps:/munin.uit.no/handle/10037/27381
https://www.altamuseum.no/en/
https://digitaltmuseum.no/virtual-experiences/62e06646-65ca-4397-8d71-112720db8569
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